
July 20, 2009

Kathleen Rollings-McDonald, Executive Officer
Local Agency Formation Commission’
215 N. “D” Street, Suite 204
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0490

Subject: LAFCO 3140 - Municipal Services Review and Sphere of Influence
(Update)  Hi-Desert Water District

Dear Ms. Rollings-McDonald:

As indicated in your letter, dated July 13, 2009, our review and comments regarding the materials submitted to
you from the Hi-Desert Water District for LAFCO 3140 are attached.

Very truly yours,

STOP YUCCA MESA ANNEXATION COALITION

Robert N. Karman, Ph.D.
Co-Founder

Elizabeth Karman
Co-Founder



LAFCO 3140 - Service Review and Sphere of Influence Update

Hi-Desert Water District

Comments and Review of Hi-Desert Records by

Stop Yucca Mesa Annexation Coalition

Sewer Master Plan - Section 2 - Service Area and Phasing Description

Section 2 of the Sewer Master Plan describes “ the District is divided

topographically into the Yucca Valley area in the south and the Yucca Mesa area in

the north. The Yucca Valley and Yucca Mesa areas are separated by the Sawtooth

Mountains which lay generally east-west through the center of the District.”

The plan also states: “The District's service area covers two distinct drainage areas.

Of these, groundwater quality is currently a concern only in the more populated

Yucca Valley drainage area. Due to the low density of development and minimal use

of groundwater for potable purposes in Yucca Mesa, a sewer system is not

proposed there. If in the future groundwater quality impacts arise due to the use of

septic tanks, a separate sewer system and treatment facility would be constructed.

This Master Plan, therefore, addresses the wastewater collection requirements only

for the Yucca Valley drainage area, called the Yucca Valley Sewer System

Boundary.” 

Hi-Desert Water District’s MSR addresses revenue sources falling into two general

categories. Operating Revenue and Non-Operating Revenue.  Fees, assessments,

and water usage rates can be increased.

To avoid significant future conflict and unhappy water customers in Yucca Mesa, the

Coalition strongly urges the Hi-Desert Water District establish two revenue Areas:

The Yucca Valley Area and the Yucca Mesa Area, using the Sawtooth Mountains as

the dividing line. These two areas receive their water from two different sources:

Yucca Valley’s source is the Warren  Basin while Yucca Mesa’s source is the Ames

Basin.  Further, the Ames Valley Water Basin Agreement, dated January 10. 1991,

Section 2.0, Limitation on the Use of Water, HDWD agreed that water pumped from

Section 24 well and any other wells owned, operated, or controlled by HDWD be

used only within the Ames Valley Water Basin (copy of agreement attached.) Yucca

Mesa is clearly a separate area.

The sewage problems in the Yucca Valley Area occurred as a result the Town of

Yucca Valley’s poor building practices, planning, over-building, inadequate

developer fees, and implementation.  On the other hand, Yucca Mesa, a slow growth,

low density area, does not have either a sewage or drainage problem.  Therefore, it

should not be incumbent upon Yucca Mesa residents to pay for the Town of Yucca

Valley’s wastewater treatment plant, sewers, and drainage.  In fact, since Yucca



Mesa’s water does not cycle through Yucca Valley, but rather stays in Yucca Mesa,

Hi-Desert Water District should  be  providing Yucca Mesa with a much lower water

rate than Yucca Valley pays now.

It should further be noted that the residents of Yucca Mesa are happy with their

water service being provided by HDWD and DO NOT want the inexperienced Town

of Yucca Valley to municipalize HDWD.

Attachments:

• Ames Valley Water Basin Agreement, dated January 10, 1991

• Hi-Desert Star Article, dated July 18, 2009, entitled “Hearing Exposes

Concerns on Treatment Plant




































































































